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In what has been a trying year for many of us, Defend The Vote remained
focused on its goal of electing candidates who will crack down on corruption,
protect the freedom to vote, and ensure our democracy works for everyone.
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Convening Members of
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nn E F E N D nation’s leading pro-democracy electoral

organizations, Defend The Vote Action
T H E VDT E Fund has also played a critical role in

pro-democracy and anti-corruption issue
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Help elect candidates Help Democrats Work to ensure

who prioritize voting improve their anti-corruption and
rights, democracy, and messaging to better democracy issues
will take on corruption connect with voters remain a top priority
(DTV) and tie corruption with (DTV)

affordability (DTV)
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Support election workers, Advocate for reforms that
voter protection efforts, and protect our democracy (DTV
nonpartisan GOTV activities Action Fund]

(DTV Action Fund])

THE HILL

Democrat groups launch $14 million
investment ahead of 2026 House races.



Defend The Vote believes early support is often the
most effective support. DTV has already endorsed 72
candidates and donated $523,000 to help them win.
Combined DTV and DTV Action fund have donated
$225,000 to partners.
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Bringing
Together
Members of
Congress with
Democracy
Advocates
and Allies

Early in the year, DTV Action Fund hosted
a series of Meet and Greets in partnership
with Ranking Member Joe Morelle (NY-25)
for Freshmen Members of Congress. These
events gave key partners and allies the
chance to get to know new Members and
to strategize on the most effective ways to
take on the corruption driving up costs for
American families.

Members of Congress who joined our events
included:

Rep. Yassamin Ansari(AZ-03)

Rep. Adam Gray (CA-13)

Rep. George Whitesides (CA-27)
Rep. Derek Tran (CA-45)

Rep. Sarah Elfreth (MD-03)

Rep. April McClain Delaney (MD-06)
Rep. Herb Conaway (NJ-03)

Rep. Laura Gillen (NY-04)

Rep. Sarah McBride (DE-AL)

Rep. Josh Riley (NY-19)

Rep. Kristen McDonald Rivet (MI-08)




2026 Message
The Caost of Corruption

The
Cost of
Corruption

AFFORDABILITY CORRUPTION

Our Winning
Message

DTV partnered with GBAO to poll 61 House battleground districts. The poll found
that the two most important issues to Americans are affordability and corruption.

Through candidate and allied organization briefings and meetings with
democracy leaders in Congress, DTV is working to help allies prioritize a message
frame around the “Cost of Corruption.”
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OTV is actively driving the “Cost
of Corruption” narrative across
national, local, and digital media

On the Downballot podcast, Brian Lemek Brian Lemek joined the Pat Kreitlow show
discussed the work DTV is doing to help in Wisconsin to talk about the opportunity
pro-democracy and anti-corruption for Democrats to highlight the link between
candidates win—including how to connect corruption and affordability.

fixing our democracy with voters’ everyday

concerns.
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Has all the special interest money in
our elections made our politics better?
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Rep. Kristen McDonald Rivet (MI-08) and . e e et sakieg e polireat
Brian Lemek discussed on local radio v TPHON 2

how the government shutdown was 2.Ban congress from trading stocks

an example of the Cost of Corruption  Empowerthe Federsl Section Commiion
in Washington. Instead of doing their DTV partnered with several influencers to spotlight
job— keeping government open and the Cost of Corruption across major digital

making sure families can afford health platforms, helping a broader audience understand
care— Republicans focused on protecting how corruption drives up costs and impacts their

billionaire donors and corporate lobbyists. daily lives.



Advocating for Policies to Protect
Vaoters and Our Elections

DTV Action Fund played an integral
role working with Democratic
Leadership, Members of Congress, and
pro- democracy advocacy groups to
prevent Republicans from advancing
the SAVE Act, a bill that would block
eligible American citizens from voting.
The Action Fund is also continuing to
fight for election security funding.

Brian
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On local radlo Rep. Haley
((0 ) Stevens (MI- 11) and Brian

Lemek urged Congress
to restore CISA’s election security

activities and and provide funding for
the Help America Vote Act.

In a conversation with
((O)) Arizona News Connection,

Arizona Secretary of State
Adrian Fontes and Brian Lemek called
on Congress to fund CISA’s election
security activities and workforce to
help local election officials defend
against physical and cyber threats.
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VIRTUAL STAFF BRIEFING

Protecting Civil Rights
Voting Rights and the SAVE Act
in the 119th Congress

IN COLLABORATION WITH
Congresswoman
Terri Sewell (AL-07)

Briefing Members of Congress

COMMENTARY

The SAVE Act the House
Passed Could Stop Millions
of Americans From Voting

The SAVE Act puts

By Rep. Yassamin Ansari and Brian Lemek: The SAVE Act the House Passed Could Stop Millions
of Americans From Voting
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Bomb Threats, Deep Fakes, and
Cyber Threats Target Our Elections.
Congress Must Act Now | Opinion

AUG 12, 2025 AT 06:00 AM EDT

By Rep. Chris Deluzio (PA-17) and Brian Lemek: Bomb Threats, Deep Fakes, and Cyber Threats
Target Our Elections. Congress Must Act Now.



The Defend The Vote team
traveled to Selma and
Montgomery for the 60th
Anniversary of Bloody Sunday.
The courage shown here 60
years ago reminds us why the
right to vote is sacred. That’s
why the team was proud

to join Representative Terri
Sewell (AL-7) in the House
and Senators Dick Durbin
(D-IL) and Senator Raphael
Warnock (D-GA) in the Senate
for the re-introduction of the
John R. Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act.




Celebrating
Victories

Mikie Sherrill and
Abigail Spanberger
were DTV’s first
endorsements of 2025.
They both ran strong,
winning races, focused
on affordability and
dissatisfaction with
our political system.
We are proud to be a
part of their victories.
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Congr};tulations
Mikie Sherrill

NJ - Governor
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Congratulations
Abigail Spanberger

VA- Governor




THE ROAD TO 2026:
DELIVERING A PRO-
DEMOCRACY MAJORITY

In 2026 DTV will continue to work to help deliver an anti-corruption, pro-
democracy Democratic Majority as one of the most influential pro-democracy
electoral organizations directly supporting candidates. DTV Action Fund will
continue to advocate for policies that crack down on corruption, defend the
freedom to vote, and ensure our democracy works for everyone.

DTV DTV Action Fund

Priority races: House Frontline and Advocate for hills that protect our

Red to Blue, House Leadership, democracy and oppose legislation that
strategically target Senate races. threatens our rights and freedoms.
Priority candidates: Invest in Continue to serve as a top convener and
candidates who will lead on voting partner for Democratic new Members
rights and democracy issues. and other Members who lead on

democracy issues the 119th Congress.
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